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1854     I could not hope to succeed by any open mediation.    So, having -----      failed in   an attempt to get within the fortress by means of our
^T- 67 present commander-in-chief, Sir De Lacy Evans, who had to call upon Baraguay, I got Zanioyski to go by night and work upon Benedetti, without making any direct overture; and early next morning I went over alone to Reshid and suggested a plan of arrangement which he adopted, and then going to Baraguay under pretext of wishing him good-bye, as he probably would not have time to call on me, I tried to dispose him to acceptance without letting him know of my visit to Reshid. At a late hour last night, the Council sitting, after some verbal alterations of my plans, a final adjustment was agreed upon, and off went electric messages by telegraph with the news. Now we shall see how the public here will take it, and how it will be viewed at Paris and London. I have authority (between ourselves) from Cowley to say that the French Government does not approve of its representative's pretensions and tone. This I made known in a quiet way to my colleague yesterday. At home I am inclined to think that they will approve of my efforts for reconciliation, though in reality B. d'H. is allowed to do what ought not to be done. The Turkish ministers are very indignant at his conduct, and they will give me exactly what they have given him, if I choose to ask for it.
The French Government did not endorse the General's intemperate proceedings, and in May he was recalled.
When it was known in Constantinople that England and France had declared war against the Czar and were preparing an expedition for the succour of the Sultan, Lord Stratford discovered that he had suddenly changed his profession. For many months he was no longer to be the diplomatist, the statesman, the guide of the faltering Turks, and the no less hesitating English ministers. He was now apparently Commissary-General, head of the Intelligence Department, Quarter-Master-General, Director of Transports, and provider in chief of everything that the British war departments had forgotten to supply for the use of the expedition. He was even credited with the functions of Surgeon-General to the Forces. Such at least is the impression produced by a study of the various demands made upon him by officials of every rank and description. At one time it is the Duke of Newcastle, who wants